APPENDICES

Commonwealth are free to develop, each on its own lines,
but all to work together as one. No Government can repre-
sent all parties and all nations within the Empire, but my
travels have taught me this, that the Throne is regarded as
standing for a heritage of common aims and ideals, shared
equally by all sections, parties and nations within that Empire.

As I have made mention of the League of Nations, I would
like to refer to the important position which your Govern-
ment holds in the League as exercising the mandate for the
great territory now known as South-West Africa. That
mandate, as you know, was conferred to be exercised on behalf
of the King by the Government of the Union. Unfortunately,
time will not permit of my visiting South-West Africa and
seeing the work which has been accomplished there since
the War, but I shall always watch with interest the progress
of the territory under the administration for which your
Government has accepted responsibility. Although I cannot
visit South-West Africa, it is my hope that the tour, which
has been planned with such care and foresight, will enable
me to see as much as possible of all sections of the community,
thus helping me to an increased knowledge of the Union, its
life, its problems and its boundless possibilities.

Understanding can only be achieved by the frequent
exchange of visits between members of the nations of the
Empire. I am very glad that the delegates of the Empire
Parliamentary Association were able to come to South Africa
last year. The valuable results which follow from personal
interchanges of ideas cannot be overestimated. Perhaps I
might quote the words used by the King in his reply to the
address from the last Imperial Conference in 1923, where he
refers to the immense value of such meetings : <e First comes
the spread of mutual knowledge of the conditions obtaining in
all parts of the Empire, then the increase of good feeling that
springs naturally from such knowledge, and lastly the hearty
desire to co-operate in strengthen ing the bonds which unite
us, so that, however distracted the world may be, the British
Commonwealth shall stand steadfast and undismayed/*

If my visit to South Africa serves in any degree to add to
our mutual knowledge and co-operation I shall be content..,.